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of good  dancing *.   As  all  art  is   an imitation  of Nature, this is an imitation of Nature in its highest excellence, and at a time when she is most agreeable. The business of dancing is to display beauty, and for that reason all distortions and mimicries, as such, are what raise aversion instead of pleasure : but things that are in themselves excellent, ^are ever attended with  imposture  and  false  imitation.    Thus,  as  in poetry there are laborious fools who^ write anagrams and acrostics, there are pretenders in dancing, who think merely to do what others cannot is to excel. Such creatures should be rewarded like him who had acquired  the  knack   of   throwing  a   grain   of  corn through the eye of a needle, with a bushel to keep his hand in use.   The dancers 2 on our stages are very faulty in this kind; and what they mean by writhing themselves into such postures, as it^ would be a pain for any of the spectators to stand in, and yet hope to   please   those   spectators,   is   unintelligible.     Mr Prince has a genius, if he were encouraged, would prompt them to better things.    In all the dances he invents, you see he keeps close to the characters he represents.    He does not hope to please by making his performers move in a manner in which no one olso ever did, but by motions proper to the characters he   represents.   He   gives   to   clowns   and   lubbers clumsy graces; that is, ho makes them practise what they would think graces; and I have seen dances of his, which might give hints that would be useful to a  comic writer.   These performances have pleased the taste of sxich as have not reflection enough to know their excellence,, because they are in Nature; and tlio distorted motions of others, have offended those who could not form reasons to themselves for their displeasure from thoir being a contradiction to Nature.
When one considers the inexpressible advantage there is in arriving at some excellence in this art, it
1 Hoc Nos. 00, 07, 834, 370, 370. - ' Dancing', in original udition.
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